Foothill Transit

April 24, 2015

To: Executive Board

Subject: Stand Up 4 Transportation Update

Recommendation

Receive and file the report on Foothill Transit’s Stand Up 4 Transportation
event at Cal Poly Pomona.

Analysis

Foothill Transit, in partnership with Cal Poly Pomona, hosted a student
summit on transportation in Los Angeles County on Thursday April 9th. This
summit was one of over 300 events held nationwide as part of Stand Up 4
Transportation Day -- a national initiative to highlight the need for Congress
to adopt a fully funded long term surface transportation authorization bill.
Congresswoman Grace Napolitano (D-CA) spoke to students about
government’s role in creating our local infrastructure. She was joined by
Caltrans District 7 Deputy Director Deborah Wong, College of Environmental
Design Dean Michael Woo, Cal Poly Pomona President Soraya Coley and
Foothill Transit Executive Board Chair Paula Lantz.

Stand Up 4 Transportation was initiated by the American Public
Transportation Association (APTA) to push the U.S. Congress to pass a long-
term transportation spending bill. The current funding bill, Moving Ahead for
Progress in the 21st Century (MAP 21), expires on May 31, 2015.

The primary goal of hosting a student event was to expose the next
generation of urban planners to some of the unexpected challenges and
triumphs of real world transportation planning, funding, and the infrastructure
needed to make it work for the region. In addition, it was pivotal in laying the
groundwork for a stronger, more collaborative relationship with Cal Poly
Pomona. President Soraya Coley stated repeatedly in her opening address
that improved transit access for students was important and that working
together, we would achieve it.

Congresswoman Grace Napolitano illustrated the challenges and successes of
federal funding from her singular role as the top Democrat on the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. Top students from the
Department of Urban and Regional Planning presented four projects for

Agenda Item No. 13








